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Pronouns and Number Agreements
In writing – and, hopefully, in speech, for that matter! – nouns, pronouns, and verbs must agree with each other when you align them together in sentences. In other words, you need to accompany singulars with other singulars and plurals with other plurals.
Review of pronouns:

	Subject Pronouns
	Possessive Pronouns
	Object Pronouns

	he/she
	his/her(s)
	him/her

	it
	its
	it

	they
	their(s)
	them


Ex. The reader notices that the poem reflects their world.
*Incorrect: reader is a singular noun; their is a plural pronoun.

There are two ways to fix this: (1) make the noun plural to match the pronoun; (2) make the pronoun singular to match the noun. Either is fine, but it is stylistically up to you (the writer/communicator) to decide which correction you prefer to use in your writing.

Note the change in the conjugation of the verb to notice when changing the number:

(1) The readers notice that the poem reflects their world.

(2) The reader notices that the poem reflects his/her world.

The trick to this is to ask yourself if the subject is singular or plural. This can become confusing when writing with collective nouns (such as audience, team, and the United States).

	Incorrect examples:
	Correct examples:

	The audience are enjoying their popcorn.
	The audience is enjoying its popcorn.

	The team are going to their field.
	The team is going to its field.

	The United States are fighting their enemies.
	The United States is fighting its enemies.


Even though there are multiple people in the audience, on the team, and within the United States, the nouns are, indeed, singular nouns and require singular (not plural) pronouns in their modifications. 

The trickiest little devil of them all is the indefinite pronoun each.

Each is always singular, even when modifying a phrase that has a plural noun.

	Incorrect use of each:
	Correct use of each:

	Each are an excellent student.
	Each is an excellent student.

	Each of my students are excellent.
	Each of my students is excellent.


A note on gender identity and pronouns:

Regarding gender identity and body politics in our post-millennial world, it has become necessary and acceptable at times to use the third-person plural pronouns they, their, and them as singular pronouns when the subject’s gender identity is either unknown, is non-binary (i.e. is decidedly neither male nor female), or is gender fluid/genderqueer (i.e. decidedly oscillates along a spectrum of male-to-female). In these cases, they, their, them can become gender neutral singular pronouns. 

Our example sentence from above, then – “The reader notices that the poem reflects their world” – could only be grammatically correct in terms of number agreement when using their if (1) the gender identity of “the reader” is known to be non-binary, gender fluid, or genderqueer, or if (2) the gender identity of “the reader” is unknown but is singular, in which case the sentence should be written as: “The reader notices that the poem reflects his/her/their world.”
And yes, when singular, they/them/theirs needs a conjugated verb aligned in the singular form. A sentence such as “The reader notices that the poem reflects their world” is still correct grammatically if we replace “the reader” with the pronoun “they”: “They notices that the poem reflects their world.”

